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> I &L delight over three crore customers visiting our fuel e Z& thousand tank trucks travel almost

=1 stations e Deliver Indane cylinders to over 26 lakh Gl 15 lakh km to deliver our products.

E pHlisghEltase Fuekalar 2200 fights. E » (et refineries generate 20 Gigawatt of

g s (Geer pipelines network transports 133 thousand metric g captive power and our bitumen carpets 130

"8 tonnes (TMT) of crude oil and 93 TMT of products. N kms of roads and highways of India.

India’s largest fuel ] Operates largest energy Operates nine refineries; ‘ Leading player in
petrochemicals & natural gas

~ refiner and retailer | pipeline network 60000+ customer touch points |

Refineries | Pipelines | Marketing | R&D | GreenEnergy | Petrochemicals | CSR | Biodiversity
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Legal Research Foundation

(Registerad Trust And Society Incorporated With Trust Registration Number - F/2445 / Rajkot And
Sociely Registration - Guj/2817 Society Registration Act, 1860)

303-305 City Shop, Dr. Yagnik Road, Rajkot -360 001 Gujarat (INDIA)
Phone No. : 0281 - 2462430 Email : legalreserchfoundation@gmail.com
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Institution Working in the Area of Legal and Social Research, Extension activities, Capacity Building, Training,
Orientation, Counselling, ADR, Legal Literacy, Inter-Continental Harmony, Preservation of Human Rights

and multi-dimensional socio-legal incentives and initiatives...
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—Speciol Article

Archaeology of Ramayana
and Mahabharata sites

he emergence of archaeology as a scientific verifying

tool to study both occidental and oriental epics has

always fascinated archaeologists. The attempt of Heinrich
' Julius Schliemann, a German businessman turned scholar
W made such an attempt in 1871 to prove Hissarlik as Troy,

) %}i the site mentioned in the Trojan War in the Greek epic
- Iliad written by Homer. This excavation created a stir in the
Padmashri academic world about the possibility of excavating the sites

Dr. KK Muhammed associated with epics to ascertain the historicity of the epics.

©)
Before this, in 1845 Austen Henry Layard had excavated
é Nimrud(Calah) the city founded by the Assyrian King
Shalmaneser (1274-45) and Ashur Nasirpal (883-859). A
reference in the Old Testament about Nimrud 'As a mighty

3

R

However, the

aieeet s hunter before the Lord' provided another turning point
ans in an attempt for the understanding and interpretation of archaeological
to outsmart ar- evidence in the light of the ancient religious literature. (2)
chaeologists came The excavation in 1850 at Kuyunjik also exposed the palace
forward to deny of the Kings Sennacharib and Ashurbanipal, consisting of 80
the existence of rooms (1650x794ft) lined with colossal figures of winged bulls
pillar bases. None weighing 9 to 27 tons. (3) The discovery of the flood tablet by
of these historians Mr George Smith in 1872, among the clay tablets excavated
had visited Ayo- by Leonard Wooley at Ur in Mesopotamia, added another
dhya during the dimension to archaeology and Biblical literature. The fact that
excavation and it contained the flood story of Gilgamesh, a mythological
their knowledge hero of Sumeria was exactly like the Biblical flood story of
of archaeological Noh whetted the appetite of the archaeologists for further

techniques and
excavation was
scanty.

research. In all these works the archaeologists were careful
not to accept anything that was supernatural and superhuman.

Although India has two important epics Ramayana
and Mahabharata, no attempt was made to ascertain their
’ historicity in the light of the archaeological excavation till
_ , 1950. The credit goes to Prof BB Lal, the former Director

Former Regional Director, . . X
Archaeological Survey of India of the Archaeological Survey of India, for taking the bold
8D initiative of proposing the exploration and excavation of the
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Mahabharata sites. He not only explored and
excavated all the sites such as Hastinapura,
Ahichatra, Kampil, Mathura, Kurukshetra,
Bairat, Barnawa, panipat, sonipat, Indrapat and
Tilpat and found out that the earliest pottery
in most of the sites is Painted Grey ware. The
conclusive proof for the PGW hypothesis
came from the ‘flood layer’ of Hastinapura
which forced the refugees to shift from
Hastinapura to Kosambi, near Allahabad. In
a meticulous excavation, Prof Lal could not
only excavate the flood layer but also correlate
it with a hymn in Matsya/ vayupuranawhich
reads as under:

Phot, A, Hasthinapura monnd excavated by BB LalS

""Gangeaapahrite tasmin nagare nagasah
Tyakta Nchaksur Nagaram kausambeyam
sa nivatsayati."'

When the city of Nagasahvaya(Hastinapur)
is flooded by Ganga, Nichaksu will abandon it
and dwell in Khaushambi.

Subsequent excavation at Khausmbi proved
the veracity of thishymn as degenerated variety
of PGW was reported from the excavation.

The recent spectacular discovery of
chariots, wooden coffins, copper swords,
helmets, etc at Sinauli in 2018 by Dr Sanjai
Manjul, although provided the archaeologist
with a new angle of associating OCP with

<
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Mahabharata, the extremely rudimentary
nature of the material culture at OCP sites
such as Saipai, Atranjikhera, Nasirpur, Bisauli,
Jhinjana, Lalgila, Hastinapura and Ahichatra,
do not support such an interpretation.
Moreover, most of the OCP sites are not in
any way associated with Mahabharata and the
heroes mentioned in it.

In 1976-77, BB Lal took up a project
titled 'Archacology of Ramayana sites
which explored and excavated Ayodhya,
Sringaverpur, Bharadwaj Ashram, Nandigram,
and Chitrakoot, etc. (5) Before this in 1969-
1970 Prof AK Narayan of Benares Hindu
University had taken up the excavation at
Ayodhya and dated the earliest antiquity of
the site to early 17th century BCE.

The present author was a member of the
excavation team of prof. Lal and camped in
an inn in the immediate vicinity of the Ram
Janam Bhumi. As a prelude to the excavation,
an exploration of the periphery of the site
was conducted including the inside of the
Janam Bhumi Mosque. On inspection, it was
found that the mosque was supported by
twelve temple pillars of 11-12 th, century.
Purna Kalasha, one of the ‘Ashtamangala
chinnas’(eight auspicious symbols) had been
carved on it, as is the case in all the Gujjar
Pratihara temples of the period. It also had
a few figures of badly mutilated Hindu Gods
and Goddesses also. The best example is
Quwat ul Islam Mosque, by the side of Qutb
Minar where even now one can see plenty
of such temple pillars with Hindu symbols
carved on them. It includes not only Purna
kalashas and kirthi mukhas of shiva but also
a number of mutilated Gods and Goddesses
on the pillars and brackets. There is an Arabic
inscription on the right side of the eastern
doorway of the mosque about the demolition
of temples and the conversion in to Quwat ul
Islam Mosque.
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Photo, B, One of the temple pillars inside the mosque carved
with Purna kalasha, Courtesy, BB Lal.

Phot, C, one of the brick bases excavated beneath the Babti
Mosque, courtesy, BB Lal
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As the mosque was standing Prof Lal
excavated the site, on the western side behind
the Qibla wall and also on the southern side
beyond the structure. It exposed pillar bases,
just 50 centimeters below the surface, made of
bricks and brickbats which enabled the temple
pillars, to stand properly on them. The pillar
bases were tolerably larger than the bottom
part of the pillars which was necessary to
support the structure. (60) A few floor levels
made of lime mixed with brick jelly was also
exposed. Dr. Lal did not highlight the discovery
of the pillar bases, below the mosque, as he
was excavating the site to study the cultural
sequence of Ayodhya in a scientific way and not
to raise controversial issues to gain popularity
and create fissures in the society.

However, the Marxist historians in an
attempt to outsmart archaeologists came
forward to deny the existence of pillar bases.
None of these historians had visited Ayodhya
during the excavation and their knowledge
of archaeological techniques and excavation
was scanty. When they were confronted with
the photographs of the pillar bases taken
during the excavation and the pillars inside the
temple which was still existing (the mosque
was destroyed in 1992) they were tongue-tied
and badly exposed. On 15.12.1990 the present
writer came up with a press statement in Indian
Express confirming the excavation of the pillar
bases behind the mosque which was a severe
blow for the Marxists. My statement said,

'l can reiterate this (the excavation of the
pillar bases) with greater authority- for I was
the only Muslim who had participated in the
Ayodhya excavations in 1976-77 under Prof Lal
as a trainee in the School of Archaeology. I was
at the Hanuman Garhi site, but I have visited
the excavation near the Babri Masjid and seen
the excavated pillar bases. The JNU historians
have highlighted only one part of our findings



Photo, D, Vishnu Hari Shila phalak inscription. Courtesy, Meenakshi Jain.

while suppressing the other. I often wondered
why Prof. Lal was keeping quiet about it
while the JNU group went on a publishing
spree........ Ayodhya is as holy to Hindus as
Mecca and Madina is to Muslims. Muslims
should respect the sentiments of millions of
their Hindu brethren and voluntarily hand over
the structure for constructing the Rama temple'.
Since the letter was published by Indian express
with my full address and designation not to give
room for authenticity, the machinations of the
Marxists were once more exposed and their

publishing spree came to a grinding halt.

In the din and clatter for the possession
of Janmasthan, the controversial mosque was
destroyed by karsevaks which was condemned
by all right-thinking citizens. One of the
important antiquities that came to light after
the demolition of the Babri mosque was a
revealing stone plaque with Devanagari script.
It was embedded in one of the walls of the

mosque. It fell down while the demolition was
in progress. Prof Ajai Mitra Shastri, a specialist
in Epigraphy and Numismatics, identified it as
Vishnu Hari Shila inscription, written in chaste
classical Nagari script of eth eleventh and twelfth
century AD. He read it as 'that this temple,
built with heaps of stone and beautified with
a golden spire, was constructed in the temple
city of Ayodhya, situated in Saketa Mandala.
Vishnu is the destroyer of Bali and dasanana
(ten-headed Ravana).! When it was referred by
the Hon Court to Dr. KV Ramesh, the former
Chief Epigraphist of India, he also dated it to
the 12th century, on the palacographic ground
and found the name of Govindachandra of
Gahadvala dynasty, who ruled from 1114-1145.
(7) This inscription was another unassailable
proof of the existence of the temple before
Babri Mosque.

The Marxist historians came with various
opinions, although none of them had expertise
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in epigraphy. The initial attempt was to
discredit it as a fake inscription planted by the
VHP and their camp followers. When that was
not supported by the academic fraternity they
resorted to another gimmick. Mr D. Mandal, a
Marxist historian sat on the fence and said that
the inscription may or may not be a fake one
and if itis the right inscription, it does not speak
about the temple at Babri site, but it should be
looked for, somewhere else in Ayodhya. (8)
Sitaram Roy, another scholar from their group,
who has no knowledge of epigraphy dated it to
the 18th century. But when he was confronted
with its decipherment by two living authorities
on epigraphy, Dr Ajai Mitra Shastri and Dr KV
Ramesh, he confessed that he had not seen the

tull photograph of it.(9)
Initially, Irfan Habib declared it as an
inscription, originally belonging to some

private collection but cleverly planted by VHP
to misguide the public. When that argument
did not attract traction, he revised his opinion
and asserted that it is not from the private
collection but the “Treta ka Thakur’ inscription
trom the Lucknow Museum, stolen and planted
at the demolition site, by VHP, to hoodwink
the general public. But unfortunately for Irfan
Habib, the confirmation of the Lucknow
Museum that the “Treta ka Thakur’ inscription,
alleged to have been asserted by Irfan Habib,
as stolen and planted by VHP, is in their safe
custody, completely exposed the Professor of
Emeritus of AMU’. (10) This Professor is in
the habit of resorting to such gimmicks with
impunity.

On 18th June 1992, while the land in
front of Baburi masjid was levelled up,
several architectural members associated
with temples such as amalaka and chadya jala
were encountered. While Chadya jala is used
for constructing shikhera, the amalaka is the
crowning member of the temple, just below

o
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kalasha. With the help of these two parts, one
can reconstruct the upper part of a North Indian
temple. The list prepared and submitted to the
Hon Court by Dr. Rakesh Tiwari, Director,
UP State archaeology, included 263 antiquities,
associated with the Hindu temples. (11) With
every passing day, strong evidence, in favour of
the temple, below the Masjid was coming out
which naturally embarrassed Marxist Historians.

The direction of the Hon High Court on
5th March, 2003 to the Archaeological Survey
of India to undertake excavation to ascertain
'whether thete was any temple/structure which
was demolished and a mosque was constructed
on the disputed site' created much confusion in
the Marxist group.

Consequently, a GPR Survey (Ground
Penetrating Radar Survey) conducted by Tojo
Vikas International, a Canadian Company, on
17th March 2003, indicated that there are ancient
structures below the mosque. This caused much
anxiety in the dovecot of the Marxist group.
What is the nature and size of the structures
below the mosque? Only an excavation would
reveal. The Aligarh Historians were now restless
because they had earlier declared that the Babri
mosque was built on virgin land and there was
nothing below it. But now GPR Survey was
sending them wrong signals and proving them
wrong,

The High Court’s order on 5th March 2003,
to the Archaeological Survey of India, to
excavate the site and determine, whether there
was any temple below the Babri Masjid, came
as another rude shock to the Marxist group.
On 10th, March 2003, Irfan Habib and others
realizing the fact that the excavation would
expose them fully, tried to make one feebler
attempt, to stop the excavation at any cost on
various flimsy grounds. In their panic reaction,
they questioned the ability and impartiality of
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the ASI to conduct such a scientific excavation.
Indirectly he was painting all the archaeologists
of the Archaeological Survey of India as Hindu
chauvinists. The medieval historian, who had
no training in archaeology, had the arrogance to
question the competence of the Archaeological
Survey of India, the Premier Institution of the
country.

Now they wanted to stop the excavation at
any cost. The inevitable was happening closer
than what they had expected. Generally, the
Aligarh Marxists and I are at daggers drawn.
In their frustration and as a last attempt, they
pressed Saiyid Zaheer Husain Jafri, a former
student of Irfan Habib and now Professor
of Delhi University, to talk to me to find out
ways to get the excavation stopped. At that
time, I was posted in Agra as Superintending
Archaeologist. When Jafry contacted me over
the phone, I informed him that nobody could
stop it, as the excavation is as per the directions
of the Hon High court. I further told him, in
the excavations under Prof Lal, I was there in
the team and seen the temple remains under
the mosque. Reminding him about my press
statement to this effect in 1990, I requested him
to join the country in settling a problem that
has been troubling it for the last many years.
When Dr Jafry found me firm in my stand,
he did not further continue the discussion. It
appeared to me that he was speaking to me as
per the instruction of some other person. This
panic reaction was an implicit admission of the
possibility of getting Hindu structures below
the mosque.

It was quite a U-turn and a full reversal from
the earlier stand of the Marxist group says Dr.
Meenakshi Jain, the Professor of History, at
Gargi College. Earlier their stand was that the
mosque was built on virgin and vacant land.
If the excavations of the site would bring
out temple remains below the mosque, which
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now seems to be sure that would further seal
the fate of Marxist historians. Hence they
started shifting the goalposts according to their
convenience.

As per the court order, the Archaeological
Survey, undertook the excavation, under the
veteran Archaeologist Dr. BR Mani, assisted
by an able team of archaeologists and technical
staff. Between March 12th and August 7th,
2003, the team excavated a total of 90 trenches.
Dr. BR Mani, known for the meticulous care
and precision with which he excavates, has
explained under what adverse conditions he
and his team had to work.

The excavation exposed more than fifty
brick bases in seventeen rows, suggesting
that the demolished temple was not ordinary,
but a huge one. It may be recalled that during
the excavation of BB Lal, only a few temple
pillar bases were exposed. The huge structure
excavated by Dr. BR Mani ran in North-
South and East-Wedirections, with a minimum
dimension of 50x30m. The temple brick bases
in the central part could not be exposed, as Ram
Lalla was enshrined there. However, recently
in May 2020, while the ground was being
leveled, after transplanting Ram Lalla, several
temple pillars, idols, and Shivalingas were again
reported, confirming the earlier discovery. The
five feet Shivalinga, seven pillars of black stone,
and broken idols, further strengthened the
argument in favour of the temple. The Makara
pranala, (Crocodile faced gargoyle) for draining
out Abhisheka Jala (sacred water poured over
the deity) exclusively used in temple architecture
was another conclusive proof in favor of the
existence of an earlier temple. Several other
temple architectural members, also emerged
one after the other from the excavated trenches.
Carved architectural members with foliage
patterns, amalaka, door jamb with semi-circular
pilaster, broken octagonal shaft of black schist
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pillar, lotus motif, and circular shrine having
pranala were all, irrefutable evidence of the
presence of a temple below the mosque.

Photo,E, Makara-pranala, the gargoyle of the temple to drain
out jala, courtesy, Meenakshi Jain.

Photo, F, A richly adorned lady figure of Sunga period from

the Janma Bhumi site. Courtesy, Meenakshi Jain.
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Phot, G, An apsidal temple from the Janma bhumi site,
courtesy, Meenakshi Jain.

The way the Marxist historians opposed the
ASI report submitted by Prof Lal and Dr. BR
Mani, showed not only their lack of experience
in understanding the archaeological strata but
also a hardened mind-set not to accept anything
new. They went to the extent of saying that brick
bases were not original ones, but fabricated
by the ASI officials. The simple question is,
how could one fabricate, while everything is
being recorded with videography, under the
surveillance of independent judicial members,
appointed by the Honourable Court? Besides
the Judicial Members, the Babri Masjid Action
Committee, Members and their experts and
lawyers also oversaw everything very minutely.
If fabrication was going on, why didn’t they stop
it at that time? As a measure of extraordinary
precautions to make excavation free from all
types of manipulations, fifty-two Muslims were
included in the team of one hundred and thirty-
one labourers. When all such precautionary

measures are in place, how does one manipulate
the data?

The discovery of a circular temple of
10th century, with a pranala on the north, for
draining out the water was interpreted by Babri
experts, as a Buddhist stupa without knowing
the fact that stupas are solid structures, whereas,
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this is a circular temple, with a hollow space in
the Centre, like Shiva temples of Chandreh,
Masaun and Indore all in Madhya Pradesh.
Similar temples made of brick are found in
Kurari and Tindauli in Fatehpur district. Most
of the Chausat yogini temples like Dudhai in
Jhansi, Mitauli in the Morena and Bheraghat
in Jabalpur are also circular temples. 1 carried
out a lot of conservation works in the last two
temples and both of them are now pilgrimage
and tourist centers.

Moreover, Baburi experts were unaware of
the fact that pranala is never part of a stupa
but an essential part of a temple. And that too,
this pranala was oriented towards North, as is
mandated by Hindu temple architecture. Where
ever the holy rivers take a turn towards North
that is a holy place in Hinduism. Holy places
like Gangotri, yamunotri, Hardwar, LLakshman
Jula, Prayag and Kashi etc. are the prominent
places where Ganga and Yamuna are taking a
turn towards the north and it is known as Uttara
Vahini. Unable to find support from any corner
in the face unassailable evidence coming from
scholars like Dr BR Mani, there was another
losing attempt to prove that it was a Muslim
shrine. Everything that ends in the mosque was
the best form of excavation for them.

The discovery of a wall and three niches at
the site were interpreted by the ASI as temple
remains based on associated finds of terracotta
images and the Babri group claimed them as
qanati Mosque or idgah mosque. During the
cross-examination when it was pointed out
that Babri Action Committee has not made
any claim for the idgah and had asserted
then that the Baburi mosque was standing on
virgin land, the Aligarh experts had to cut a
sorry figure. Dr Meenakshi Jain sums up the
embarrassing condition of Babri experts, in
her book, Rama & Ayodhya, "The court took
cognizance of the shifting stance of the Pro
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Baburi archaeologists. Initially, they claimed
that the disputed structure was constructed on
a spot that was neither a place of worship, nor
the site of a previous Hindu religious structure,
nor was there any evidence to associate it with
the birthplace of Lord Rama. 'However, as the
excavation progressed, a marked change in the
approach of the plaintiffs became evident’.
Some archaeologists, appearing on behalf of
the plaintiffs (Baburi Masjid Action Committee)
tried to 'set up a new case' that there appeared
to be an Islamic structure, beneath the disputed
structure. (12) It was one of the strongest
judicial indictments on the integrity of an
academic group.

The excavation also threw up a number
of terracotta objects of humans, animals,
kirthimukhas, divine couples, lady figures,
figures of cobra, horses, elephants, tortoises,
and crocodiles. (62 human figures and131
animal figurines and a carved yakshi). In short,
all the items recovered from the excavation
conclusively proved that there was a temple
at the Baburi site before the construction of
the mosque. Keeping any such figures in the
mosque is prohibited in Islam. How do they
then explain the presence of such terracotta
images and sculptures, in such large numbers
on the premises of a mosque?

The archaeological evidence presented by
the Archaeological Survey of India in favour
of the temple was so overwhelming that
the Honorable High Court was left with no
other choice but to give the entire disputed
land to the temple party. Still, in the spirit of
accommodating all the contending parties, the
Hon Court in its order dated, 30th September
2010 divided the property and tried to find
out a solution to the nagging problem. But the
judgment of the High court satisfied none.

Consequently, the issue was taken up in the
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Hon Supreme court of India and as the final
days of arguments in October- November
2019, were drawing closer, I knew the Marxist
Historians headed by Irfan Habib would
come out with some press statement to create
confusion. At this juncture I gave a statement
to Kumar Shakti Shekhar, in Times of India,

unleashed in the religious, political and social
spheres were phenomenal. This unknown fact,
known to officers of Archaeological Survey
of India only, took the wind out of the sail of
the Communist rhetoric and the accompanying
communal propaganda. Now it was clear to
them that it is a gone case and their communal

describing in detail, the temple
remains I had seen in the 1976-
77 excavation and the large
volume of evidence provided

by the excavation conducted
under Dr BR Mani in 2003.

Inthemeanwhile,aconcerted
attempt was In progress, to
paint the excavation report
presented by Dr BR Mani, as
communally prejudiced and as
such should not be accepted.
Their earlier stand was that

Hon Supreme court of In-
dia and as the final days of
arguments in October- No-
vember 2019, were drawing
closer, I knew the Marxist
Historians headed by Irfan
Habib would come out with
some press statement to
create confusion. At this
juncture I gave a statement
to Kumar Shakti Shekhar, in
Times of India, describing in

propaganda cannot whip up
the communal frenzy.

It was a new revelation for
liberals and Muslim intellectuals
that the report was co-authored
by four Muslim archaeologists.
Several people telephoned
me to verify the facts. The
Aligath Communists for the
first time came to know that
their Communal rhetoric is not
yielding the earlier dividends.
Muslim intelligentsia has started

the ASI was not competent
to excavate Ayodhya. In my
statement, 1 defended the
excavation report fully and
said that the report is not an
ordinary report which could be
rejected by the Court but it is a
‘Court Commissioner’s Report’
as the ASI had conducted the
excavation, as per the order of the Hon High
Court. Hence the report should be accepted in
totality.

I also argued that four Muslim officers of
the Archaeological Survey of India, namely, Dr
Ghulam Sayyidain Khawaja (Director, Arabic
and Persian Epigraphy) Dr Atiqul Rahman
Siddiqui (Former Superintending Archaeologist,
Agra) Dr Afsar Adil Hashmi (Former Dy
Superintending Archaeologist, Bhopal) and
Dr Zulfiqar Ali (Superintending Archaeologist
Chandigarh) were co-authors of the excavation
report submitted by Dr BR Mani. The storm it

o
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detail, the temple remains
I had seen in the 1976-77
excavation and the large
volume of evidence provid-
ed by the excavation con-
ducted under Dr BR Mani in
2003.

i)

seeing through their nefarious
and divisive games.

Thus, as a rejoinder to
what I had published in Times
of India, the statement Dr
Nadeem  Rizavi, Chairman
Deptt of history, AMU and a
close confidant of Irfan Habib,
came that KK Muhammed was not a member
of the excavation team headed by Prof Lal in
1976-77. He said before making this statement
he had scrutinized my documents in AMU, and
in 1976-77 1 was in Aligarh Muslim University.
While serving the AMU, how could I participate
in an excavation conducted by Prof Lal?

I was in the School of Archaeology when I
participated in the excavation at Ayodhya under
Prof Lalin1976-77. 1 joined the Aligarh Muslim
University, the Archaeology section as Technical
Asstt, in August 1978 only. This is a matter of
records and anyone can get all this information
under the right of Information (RTI) also. But
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by manipulating, mixing and confusing data,
Dr Nadeem, who had earlier on two occasions
also resorted to such substandard tricks, tried to
argue that I was not a member of the excavation
team of Prof Lal. Sometimes the dignity of the
teaching profession is seriously undermined the
presence of persons in Academic institutions.
As per journalistic ethics, the Times of India
should have sought my clarification, before
publishing such a defamatory statement against
me. In a clear cut violation of the all moral and
journalistic ethics, the Times of India tried to
give credence to the view that I was not part of
the excavation in 1976-77 under Prof Lal.

Prof Lal was not in India as he had gone
to America. I contacted him via email with the
help of Ms Neera Mishra of Draupadi Trust
and apprised him the content of the combined
efforts of Times of India and Marxist historians.
Prof Lal immediately wrote back to Kumar
Shakti Shekhar, who had filed my original story
that KKK Muhammed was very well a member
of his excavation team in the year 1976-77.
Shakti Shekhar, as part of his research work,
contacted the living members of the team under
Prof BB Lal, such as Rajnath kaw, the Chief
Photographer, ASI, Ashok Kumar Pandey,
the former Superintending Archaeologist
and Rama Kant Chaturvedi, the former,
Director, Municipal Museum, Gwalior. All of
them confirmed my presence throughout the
excavation in detail and spoke about the various
aspects of the Ayodhya excavation. Although
Shakti Shekhar contacted Shri Jayaram Ramesh,
the former Union Minister, in the Congress
Ministry, as his wife Shmt Jayashri Jayaram
was also a member of the team, Shri Jayaram
Ramesh informed Kumar Shakti Shekhar that
Mrs Jayashri passed away a few months back.
Times of India had no other way but to publish
our version with equal prominence which once
more exposed the Marxist historians of AMU.
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In Kerala, Madhyamam, a newspaper
associated with the Jamat I Islami, published the
version of the Aligarh Marxists with all the frills.
Apart from Nadeem Razavi’s version, it also
published a separate independent version from
Irfan Habib himself. In a bizarre statement, he
categorically asserted that KKK Muhammed had
no association with Ayodhya at all, what to talk
of participating in the excavation. Later on, the
Jamat newspaper published a corrigendum that
I had participated in the Ayodhya excavation
under BB Lal as a trainee when they knew that
I would file a defamation case against them.
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Quality Education
for Quality Future
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D.El.Ed.,B.Ed., M.Ed.,
B.Ed.+M.ed.(Integrated)
Nursing:-

GNM, B.Sc.(N), M.Sc.(N)

Hotel Management:-

B.Sc. HHA,

Diploma in All Streams of
Hotel Management

@ More information call us
+91 9301100880 Vielt ati-

+91 7000406297 www.prestoncollege.info

+91 8463095714
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