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Article

A Myth - In Need of
Scerious Corrections

i \

Prof | Himanshu Chaturvedi

| There cannot be a better example than self to explain
about, how a myth is created in a young mind of a
student of history at graduate and post graduate
level and further? And more to to say, that narratives
of history shapes a thought process which is passed
to generations |

®

A vital question
needs enquiry,
amidst all such
happenings, did
Shivaji aim at a
Hindu empire for
India? A look at
Shivaj’s whole life
closely discloses his
intense regard for
religion. He indeed
carved for religious
emancipation of
his land than mere
political dominion.

y

Writer is a Professor & Former Head, Department
of Medieval History, DDU Gorakhpur University &
Member ICHR, New Delhi?l




Such  wrong  impressions
if carried for too long tend to
become a reality and historical
misinterpretations tend to shape
the ideas of generations, for which
one should owe regret. However,
wrong to Nation’s history is a deceit
to individual's conscience, thus
a de-colonized mind and deeper
research is a necessity of time to
rectify such misinterpretations to
our history. Issue is- What/how
myths were created in a young
mind and why it needs serious
correction?

Of a long series, one such
vital myth that needs serious
correction centers round the
period of Indias history from
1526 to 1707, classified as era of
complete Mughal domination
and during the said times, its
being projected that, voices of
resistance were nascent or regional
in character, deriving impetus
from political obligations (a
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modern terminology, extensively
used by progressives) rather than
cultural and nationalist. Such
narrative either jeopardize the
whole project or rather demean
the very cause, dimensions and
objectives of such uprisings of
great resistance in nature. It has to
be observed primarily that such
uprisings had reflected the mood
and support of the native masses.
But unfortunately, pages of Indian
history produced a narrative
of dichotomy leading to false
imaginations in young minds.

In one of my Article (2003) I
tried to locate the issue of how such
psyche was seeded and nourished.
Exploring further, I came across
an interview of Dr. B.B.Kumar
(Chairman-ICSSR, 2016) in
which he stated, NCERT books,
published, had political agenda
and they encouraged anarchist
tendencies. This forced me to seek
and explore deeper as why Prof.

faRrsies

Firstly, India had no
specific culture of
its own before the

‘arrival of Islam’
and secondly, lead-
ers like Tilak were
catalysts to parti-

tion, as he used Shi-
vaji as Nation'’s icon,

who was simply a
fugitive plunderer
as per observation

of Marxist historians
and issue of nation
building on Indian

ethics was a wrong

move thus, its not a
nationalist protest
against the Mughal

rule, which has been

glorified as ‘Era’
without challenges.




R.C.Majumdar was not suited to the Government
of India during Nehruvian era to write a
comprehensive history of India. It is a well known
fact that sensing about the motives and objectives
of the narratives needed by the policy makers at
the top echelon, Prof . Majumdar refused to be
a part of such a false narrative of Indian history.
So generations, like me, suffered with historical
amnesia. After denial from a nationalist historian
to be a part of constructing a wrong history, whole
project was then handed over to Tarachand, an
employee in Education Ministry, thus evolved the
official history suited to masters & State not truly
worthy to the Nation to larger extent. This led to
the production house of many myths misleading
the generations. I would like to quote more such
trend setters for the benefit of readers who are not
technically well versed in history. In 1969 a trend
setter lecture series was produced in context to
the communalization in Indian History. Two
essential rules of interpretation were laid down.
Firstly, India had no specific culture of its own
before the ‘arrival of Islam’ and secondly, leaders
like Tilak were catalysts to partition, as he used
Shivaji as Nation’s icon, who was simply a fugitive
plunderer as per observation of Marxist historians
and issue of nation building on Indian ethics was
a wrong move thus, its not a nationalist protest
against the Mughal rule, which has been glorified
as ‘Era’ without challenges.

Such narratives led to a belief that invader
Mughals were the ultimate masters of the land
from 1526 to 1707, a real myth, and Marathas and
other movements were simply regional nascent
voices with political motives . A sincere reader
must examine the real control of Mughals over
Indian subcontinent from 1526 to 1707. Babur,
the fugitive from Central Asia, had partial political
control from 1526 to 1530, Humayun was in exile
for a longer period of time, Akbar took long to
mature from a minor to a major. Jahangir, was
controlled by a Junta throughout his reign. Only
period of some ascendancy is that of Shahjahan,
but challenged seriously by Ahoms and never
could control Assam beyond Guwahati. Lastly
the fall starts from Aurangzeb. So how whole of
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India was controlled is a matter of debate. Answer
is, it never was- the ‘hinterlands’ were never in the
control of Mughals.

Now, how to evaluate the concept of
‘hinterlands’ and myth of Mughal control?
Perhaps, best example in history lies in the story
of ‘great escape of Shivaji from Agra to Rajgarh’
If we concentrate, for once, on the ‘hinterland’
(i.e. territories with no real control of the
Mughals) then it simplifies the creation of myth.
Its a known fact that not only Shivaji escapes
but enroute to more than 1000 miles has not
been captured by omnipresent present Mughal
Empire is a matter of serious deliberation on
the issue of real control of the aforesaid vigilant
empire. The escape route had been controlled
by primary and secondary zamindars, who on
paper had submitted to Mughal sovereignty
but practically had rarely never accepted it. But
they did had tacit understanding of alien rule in
India (R.C.Majumdar) This analysis, as a matter
of fact, makes us understand the Hindu psyche
and its reaction to Shivajis escape. Let us briefly
go through this episode and its silent indignation
against the Mughal rule that ultimately gave way to
‘national euphoria’ and made Shivaji an ‘All India
figure’ immediately on his grand escape. More so,
let’s examine his logic for taking a longer route of
escape, as he travelled more than thousand miles
instead of covering six hundred and seventy miles
from Agra to Rajgarh. In the darkness of night he
proceeded towards Mathura in the north. We can
pose a question, why Mathura? (Prof.Heramb
Chaturvedi) We know for sure that the earliest
and shortest route available to Shivaji was to turn
South-West from Agra, reaching his kingdom,
through Malwa and Khandesh or Gujarat.
Mathura was the place which bear the brunt of
atrocities against the Hindu faith. It became a
place of Hindu sufferings hence it was a symbolic
visit and stoppage en route to Maratha country.
From Mathura, he turned eastward to Prayag
and finally southwards through Bundelkhand,
Gondwana and Golkunda. It seems to have been
a safer route, because of the ‘hinterland factors’
over which Mughals had hardly any real control.
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Secondly, he must have desired to have first hand
information about the Hindu sentiments against
the Mughal rule in Northern India, especially in
the holy cities of Mathura, Prayag and Benares,
which later became the basis for the concept
of ‘Hindu Pad-Pad Shahi’ and further gave
justification and legitimacy to their demands in
north and a basis for the surge in North! So the
reality of hinterlands is suggestive enough of how
far and deep was the control of Mughals- en route
to Shivaji’s escape.

Its pertinent to add here that almost during
the same period, another great Hindu power-
the ‘Ahoms’ were fighting as nationalist power
against Mughals and never let the so called
imperial power to march beyond Guwahati. In
total eighteen battles are recorded as a testimony
to Mughal failure but a great Ahom commander,
Lachit Borphukan, is a vanished name from
Indian history, so all this needs attention.

So the resistance against Mughals was
widespread well before the death of Aurangzeb
and these resistances in practicality are short
instinct of Mughal rule, find little or no space in
the pages of Indian history, designed by NCERT,
thus leading to creation of Myth in generations
after independence. A Myth of a power on all
India canvass projected as an ultimate rule.
Important historian Marshall, asserts, regarding
valid assertion of ‘Mughal hinterlands’ that, there
was no direct Mughal inheritance and different
patterns of the rule were in existence.

Further, to talk about State sponsored history,
one has to explore sensitively into the writings
of R.C.Majumdar, as he is of the opinion that ‘so
far as the Hindus were concerned, there was no
improvement either in their moral or material
conditions or in their relations with Muslims, with
the sole exception of Akbar’s half regime. Thus, a
sincere reader of history has to understand, as to
how far so called ‘Great Mughals’ were controlling
India. It is self suggestive that Shivaji without
the support of locals could never have covered
thousand miles, undetected. And it’s a historical
fact that before 1653 a cohesive independent State
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with ministers and officials charged with definite
duties came into being in Maharashtra.

A vital question needs enquiry, amidst all
such happenings, did Shivaji aim at a Hindu
empire for India? A look at Shivajs whole life
closely discloses his intense regard for religion.
He indeed carved for religious emancipation of
his land than mere political dominion. One has
to look deep into Ramdas, who has exquisitely
described this spirit of Shivaji in his acclaimed
work  ‘Anandvana-Bhuvah! The religious
presentation practiced by Muhammad Adil Shah
and Aurangzeb moved Shivaji intensely and
influenced all his decisions. So with purpose the
cultural nationalist movement was projected as
a petty regional movement of political nature by
State sponsored history, leading to further myth
projection in concinnity.

Later on, Hindu Pad-Pad Shahi became a
national song of resistance. What has been stated
earlier has to be substantiated by historical facts,
and that has been truly substantiated. its worth
putting on record that where ever the Hindu
arms met those of Muhemmadans before 1627,
the Hindus lost, for a short period because of the
sudden disappearance or death of their leader,
through a treachery of their ministers here or
a commander there. One has to recall Dahir’s
fate, Jayapals fight, Anangpal’s stand, Prithviraj's
cause, the black day of Kalinagar Sikri, Devagiri to
Talakota. But the hand of Shivaji took hold of this
cursed destiny of our people and never again had
the Hindu flag to bend before Mohemmadans
crescent. Thus it was ‘Hindavi Swaraj’ as depicted
by Shivaji himself.

So the Myth of Mughal Imperial power over
all India canvass needs objective analysis along
with historical facts suggesting the Maratha
challenge to alien culture as there can’t be a denial
that British gained India at the cost of Maratha
Empire, not Mughal.
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Mughal Maratha war

IGHal

A less known yet glorious
chapter of Indian History

(As forest-fire is to the forest trees, a leopard to the
deer-herds and a lion to the stately elephants; as the
sun is to the darkness of the night, as Krishna was to
Kansa, so was king Sivaji, a lion, towards the hordes of
Mlechchas|)

'Written By Poet Bhushan and quoted by Swami Vivekanand'

DrlRajeev Tewari

6

After the death of
Shivaji Maharaj,
Aurangzeb decided
to finish Maratha
league and began
his journey towards
south in later half
of 1681with an enor-
mous army of §
Lakh soldiers, which
was four times the
number of Maratha
Army.
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Mughal Maratha war lasted for 27 years in
which the flame kindled by Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj became the conflagration of Mughal
Empire. This war started in 1681 and ended
with Aurangzeb’s death in 1707. Aurangzeb put
everything he had on stake and lost it all. His
reputation, army, wealth, power and peace. He
died in 1707 as a lost and broken man. Mughal
empire became so weak by the end of this long
war, it eventually collapsed in few decades. This
war happened over a vast area which includes
today’s Maharashtra, MP, Karnataka, Gujarat
and Tamil Nadu.

At the time of his death in 1680, Shivaji left a
huge legacy and a vast empire with Raigadh as its
capital for Sambha Ji his son. But his empire was
surrounded by enemies all around. Portuguese
on northern side (Goa), British in Mumbai,
Siddies in Konkan and Deccan sultanates in
Karnataka were unfriendly to Marathas but
Mughal empire Aurangzeb was their main
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enemy who wanted to settle scores with them
decisively.

Aurangzeb was a religious bigot who was
ruthless, he imposed sharia law and allowed
forced conversion and destroyed thousands
of temples. He imposed Jizya tax on Hindus
and forbade Hindus from riding in Palanquin.
His main dream was to defeat Marathas and
eventually cross Narmada and include Deccan
plateau in his empire. The Narmada river was
the landmark between Deccan, the Marathas’
area, and the North ruled by Mughals.

By late 17th century Rajput resistance had
subsided and Deccan sultanate had become
weak so after the death of Shiva Ji Maharaj in
1680, Aurangzeb planned to attack and eliminate
Maratha empire. At that time Maratha empire
was young with a history of mere 50 years.
Aurangzeb thought it would be just few months
task. But he underestimated the resilience and
bravery of Marathas. What he thought as a few
months job, lasted for 27 long years and finally
led to his death and collapse of Mughal empire.

Shivaji's had made Marathas in Deccan
a power to reckon with. He made a strong
framework after winning and fortifying lots of
forts in Konkan and Sahyadris. He established
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strong navy to control Western ports
to clamp Deccan sultanates. These
Sultanates attacked Shivaji Maharaj
many times but always tasted defeat.

After the death of Shivaji Maharaj,
Aurangzeb decided to finish Maratha
league and began his journey towards
south in later half of 1681with an
enormous army of 5 Lakh soldiers,
which was four times the number
of Maratha Army. He brought huge
wealth and plentiful of Artillery.
He even allied with Portuguese,
British,Siddis, Golkonda and Bijapur
Sultanates and planned a deadly
death trap for Marathas. He made
Aurangabad his capital and in 1681
laid siege at fort Ramse;j.

Thus the 27 year long lasting
Mughal Maratha war started which
can be divided in three time zone:

1: Marathas under King Sambhaji
(1680 to 1689)

2: Marathas under King Rajaram
(1689 to 1700)

3: Marathas under Rani Tarabai
(1700 to 1707)

Marathas under King
Sambhaji (1680 to 1689):

In 1681 Aurangzeb sent his
general Hussein Ali Khan to attacked
Northern Konkan which Sambha ji

defended well and pushed him back
to Ahmednagar.

When the monsoon arrived
and all Major military operation
halted Aurangzeb tried to ally with
Portuguese to use Goa harbour for
Mughal Ships. When Sambhaji got
this news he attacked Portuguese
territories and pushed them deep
inside Goa.
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Sambhaji had to leave Portuguese
expedition and came back because
massive Mughal army was gathering
in southern areas. Aurangzeb with
his huge army moved to Ahmednagar
and divided his forces in two parts
making two of his princes, Shah
Alam and Azam Shah in charge of
each faction.

In 1683 Aurangzeb moved to
Ahmednagar and planned pincer
technique where Shah Alam was to
attack from South Konkan and Azam
Shah would attack from northern
Maratha territory.

Shah Alam after crossing Krishna
river entered Belgaum and started
marching north. But his supply chain
was cut by Marathas and they forced
him to starvation. So, first pincer
attempt proved a blunder.

At the later half of 1684,
Aurangzeb's sent his  general
Shahbuddin Khan to attack Maratha
capital, Raigad but Maratha defeated
him. Then Aurangzeb sent Khan
Jehan to help him but he too was
defeated by Marathas Commander
in Chief Hambirao Mohite in a fierce
battle at Patadi. Mughals had to suffer
heavy losses in this battle.

In early 1685, Shah Alam attacked
south again but was again defeated
by Sambhaji's army.

So finally in 1685-86 Aurangzeb
changed his plan and tried to capture
Golkonda and Bijapur. Both of
them were allies of Marathas. But
Marathas launched a counter attack
on the North coast at Bharuch.
Though Aurangzeb won Bijapur but
Sambhaji took many Bijapur sardars
in Maratha army.

One of the best story of Indian

By late 17th
century Rajput
resistance had
subsided and
Deccan sultan-
ate had be-
come weak so
after the death
of Shiva Ji Ma-
haraj in 1680,
Aurangzeb
planned to at-
tack and elim-
inate Maratha
empire. At that
time Maratha
empire was
young with

a history of
mere 50 years.
Aurangzeb
thought it
would be just
few months
task. But he
underesti-
mated the
resilience and
bravery of
Marathas.
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history is "The story of Siege of Ramse;j'

By the end of 1681, Aurangzeb sent Mughal
forces to laid siege of Fort Ramsej. His father
Shah Jahan had also begun his Deccan campaign
by attacking Ramsej Fort probably because this
fort guarded the important trade routes.

Shahabuddin Khan along with Hayat Khan
and Dalpat Rao laid the siege. They had an army
of many thousand soldiers and had also brought
in large cannons and heavy artillery. Inside the
fort, number of Maratha soldiers was in few
hundred only. According to some historians
Marathas did not even had cannons inside
the fort they used woods and animal hides to
make guns and cannon balls. The small Maratha
contingent defended the fort adamantly and did
not allow any breach to happen.

After Four months of siege one Mughal
commander Qasim Khan tried to enter the fort
via a tower which failed due to Marathas valour
and huge number of his soldiers got wounded
or killed.

So, finally after 6 months Aurangzeb recalled
Shahabuddin Khan and sent Khan-e Jahan
Bahadur as a new commander. This Mughal
Sardar was one of Aurangzebs most senior
commanders. But the handful of Maratha
soldiers once again resolutely defended the fort.
In a few months, even Khan e Jahan Bahadur
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was withdrawn but Aurangzeb
asked him to pay Rs 37,000 into
the royal treasury, since he had
promised the result yet failed.

Finally after 7 years the
Maratha’s hounered the killedar
who defended the port for his
bravery and he was transferred toa
bigger fort. In 1688 the fort finally
went to the Mughals not through
war but they bribed the new
Killedar and simply purchased the
fort.

Some say it was a bribe while
some say the Marathas themselves
sold the fort since it was no longer
financially viable and they utilized the money to
keep the flame burning elsewhere.

Finally in Dec 1688 Sambhaji called for
a strategic meeting to decide a final blow to
Aurangzeb at Sangmeshwar. One of his brother
in law turned traitor and told his location to
Mughals. He was surrounded by Mughal Army
and finally captured in February 1689. Once
again India was failed not due to lack of bravery
but her own traitors. Aurangzeb gave him an
option to convert to Islam but Sambha ji refused.
On his refusal he suffered worst inhuman
treatment. His tongue was cut, eyes were gorged
out. His body was cut, abdomen opened and
intestine removed while he was alive and finally
his body pieces were fed to dogs.

Marathas under King Rajaram (1689
to 1700)

After Sambhaji’s death Rajaram succeeded as
the next king. The barbaric death of Sambha ji
angered all Maratha generals and councilmen.
They gathered at Raigad fort and with
unanimous decision made Rajaram their king,
thus commenced the second chapter of this
illustrious war.

By the end of 1689 Aurangzeb presumed the
Marathas would be all restrained but it proved
wrong.
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In March 1690 the Maratha
commanders of Santaji Ghorpade
launched a daringattack on Mughal
army and sacked the tent where the
Aurangzeb himself slept. Luckily he
survived as he was elsewhere but his

private force and bodyguards were
killed.

But then Marathas faced another
loss due to treachery and Raigad
fell due to treachery of Suryaji Pisal.
Sambhaji’s queen Yesubai and their
son, Shahu were captured. His son
could only be released after 20 years.

Mughal forces, led by Zulfikar
Khan attacked fort Panhala but it
was gallantly defended by Marathas
and they inflicted heavy losses on
Mughal army. Finally Aurangzeb
himself came and won Panhala.

Maratha ministers expected an
attack on Vishalgad so they ask
Rajaram to leave Vishalgad for Jinji.
Marathas made Jinji (Presently in
Tamil Nadu) their capital where he
lived for next 7 years. While going
to south to Jinji the queen of Bidnur,
gave them supplies and free passage.

Aurangzeb was annoyed by
Rajaram’s successful escape so he
kept most of his force in Maharashtra
and sent a part of his force to keep
Rajaram in check.

But the two Maratha generals,
Santaji ghorpade and Dhanaji
attacked and destroyed the force sent
by Aurangzeb.

In late 1691 Aurangzeb had taken
four major forts in Sahyadris and was
sending Zulfikar khan to fort Jinji.

So Marathas made a new strategy
of multipronged fight. They started
executing their plan in 1692. They
recaptured Rajgad and Panhala and
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by 1693 they captured Rohida and
soon even took Vishalgad too. A
young Maratha Naval officer Kanhoji
Angre took fort Kolaba. While other
Maratha commander were launching
raids on Mughal armies on East
front. Santaji defeated Kasim Khan
in the Battle of Athani. So, now the
Marathas were waging a war from
the Malwa plateau to the east coast.

Aurangzeb was  confounded
and confused. He had killed one
Maratha King and second king was
driven away yet Marathas were
not discouraged rather they were
offensive.

Two Marathas commanders
Santaji and Dhanaji wreaked havoc
in whole deccan area.

Santaji and Dhanaji attacked
Mughal forces near Jinji. Dhanaji
Jadhav attacked Ismail Khan and
defeated him and Santaji Ghorpade
attacked Ali Mardan Khan and
captured him.

Julfikar  khan, who  was
orchestrating Jinji siege, left the
siege. Santaji then diverted his forces
to Bijapur. Aurangzeb sent another
general Kasim Khan for Santaji. But
Santaji attacked Kasim Khan and
forced him to take refuge in Dunderi
fort. Santa ji surrounded the fort till
most of the Mughal soldiers starved
and Kasim Khan committed suicide.
Then Aurangzeb sent Himmat Khan
to reinforce Kasim Khan with heavy
artillery. Santaji attacked him in
sudden ambush and killed Himmat
Khan and confiscated all Mughal’s
weapons and ammunition.

Now Aurangzeb was really
frustrated. He has realised that
fighting with Marathas was the
biggest mistake of his life. He gave

Santaji and
Dhanaji at-
tacked Mu-
ghal forces
near Jinji.
Dhanaji Jad-
hav attacked
Ismail Khan
and defeated
him and San-
taji Ghorpade
attacked Ali
Mardan Khan
and captured
him.
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After a long
and depressing
20 year long
war, the pres-
sure, strain
and stress

had started
appearing in
Mughal camp
by 1701. Some
senior coun-
sellors advised
Aurangzeb to
end the war
and go back.
The toll and
loss of this
war on Mughal
empire was
much bigger
than originally
thought. But
Aurangzeb still
insisted on the
war.
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ultimatum to Zulfikar khan to finish Jinji fort task but Rajaram fled and was
safely escorted to Deccan. Marathas defended Jinji till January of 1698. This
gave Rajaram enough time to reach Vishalgad.

Though Jinji fell but it took Mughals 7 years and the damage Mughal empire
incurred was enormous. The Royal treasury due to these wars were leaking
like asieve.

Meanwhile two of main commanders of Marathas, Dhanaji Jadhav and
Santaji Ghorpade did not have cordial relation. Nagoji Mane, one of Dhanaji’s
men, killed Santaji. Death of Santaji’s death rejuvenated Aurangzeb army.

Rajaram made Dhanaji the next commander in chief and divided Maratha
army into three divisions under Dhanaji, Parshuram Timbak and Shankar
Narayan. They defeated large Mughal army at Pandharpur, Pune, Baglan,
Nashik and Nandurbar.

Now Aurangzeb was so enraged he himself took charge and laid siege to
Panhala and attacked the fort of Satara. The Marathas defended Satara six
months till April of 1700 before conceding but this curbed Aurangzeb’s
strategy to win as many forts as possible before monsoon.

Unfortunately in March of 1700 Rajaram died and his queen Tarabai took
charge of Maratha army.

Marathas under Rani Tarabai (1700 to 1707)

For Next seven year Tarabai proved her true mettle. Thus under the
leadership of Tarabai began the phase 3, the last phase of the Mughal Maratha
war

After along and depressing 20 year long war, the pressure, strain and stress
had started appearing in Mughal camp by 1701. Some senior counsellors
advised Aurangzeb to end the war and go back. The toll and loss of this war
on Mughal empire was much bigger than originally thought. But Aurangzeb
still insisted on the war.

Aurangzeb laid siege at the fort of Parli (Sajjangad). Marathas defended
the fort until monsoon and then retreated quietly when monsoon started.
This was a very effective plan of Marathas. They used to keep Mughal’s Army
busy at one fort till monsoon then they used to retreat. It was not possible
for Mughal army to move during monsoon. The Mughal army used to bear
heavy loss by flash floods in the rivers around. These same tactics were used at
Panhala and even for Vishalgad.

In this attack, by 1704 after spending several years and huge amount of
wealth Aurangzeb could only win Torana and Rajgad and a handful of forts.
Tarabai proved to be an effective and brave leader. Even after 24 years of
constant war he was not even an inch closer to defeating Marathas from where
he started. Mughal’s Royal treasury was empty, they were not in position to
defend. Now Marathas started pushing Mughals towards North and Mughal
provinces fell one after other.

Finally in 1705, two Maratha army factions crossed Narmada the traditional
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barrier between north and south.

Maratha commander Dabhade attacked
Bharoch and West and with his eight thousand
men defeated Mahomed khan’s forces having
almost double the number in his army. The
second commander Nemaji Shinde hit as deep
North as Bhopal.

Meanwhile Dhanaji marched into Sahyadris
and won almost all the major forts back in short

faRrsties

INDIAN

" OCEAN

W Mardha Empire (1758 AD)
=

Dlurvani Bmpire
Satavid Empive of Nadir Shah

Betish East India Conpanry
(udh
B i SOUTH A314 (1758 40
- F{ﬁj_@;ﬁg

Maratha Empire in orange (Political Map of South Asia around 1758 AD)X

S
"

time. Parshuram Timbak won Satara and Parali
forts. Shankar Narayan took Sinhgad.

Now disheartened Aurangzeb started
negotiations with Marathas but stopped midway
and attacked a small kingdom called Wakinara.
Dhanaji then turned his forces to Wakinara. He
helped the Naiks in Wakinara in fight. Finally
Wakinara fell, but the royal family of Naiks
successfully escaped without any major loss.
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Aurangzeb was now a frustrated old man.
He had now given up all hopes and he planned
to retreat to Burhanpur. Dhanaji Jadhav again
attacked himand destroyed guards ofhisimperial
army. Zulfikar Khan rescued the emperor and
they successfully reached Burhanpur.

Aurangzeb was helpless now. He was
witnessing bitter fights among his sons in his
last days. He was depressed, bankrupt and far
away from home.

he died as a sad man on 3rd March 1707.
T hope god will forgive me one day for my
disastrous sins', were his last words.

Though In our history book Aurangzeb is
depicted as a great victorious king but in reality
he died as a lost man.

Shiva ji Maharaj developed a very effective
way of countering 'Sultan Dhava' technique of
Mughal’s way of war with his own Guerrilla
'Ganimi Kawa' technique. Sultan Dhava
technique was attack with full force, encircle
the enemy and cut of his supply of food, water
and ammunition and bring him to his knees.
While Ganimi Kawa was Guerrilla technique of
fighting. In which attack was done with small
troops at various location. Attack when the
enemy is unprepared and is least expecting and
to cause maximum damage in very short time
then simply retreat. In harsh and uneven terrain
like mountain, valleys, Forrest this technique
was very effective. This war technique devised
by Shivaji made it possible for small troops of
Marathas to defeat massive army of Mughals.

English journalist and historian John Clark
Marshman says:

Twenty years before Aurungzeb had marched
from his capital in all the pride and pomp of
war; he was now returning to it in a state of
humiliation, with the wreck of a broken army,
pursued by a victorious foe, and he expired at
Ahmednagar on the 27th February, 1707

According to Stanley Wolpert an indologist:

This war was costing an estimated 1 lakh lives
ayear during its last decade. The expense in gold
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and rupees can hardly be accurately estimated.
Aurangzeb's encampment was like a moving
capital - a city of tents 30 miles in circumference,
with some 250 bazaars, with a 122 million camp
followers, 50,000 camels and 30,000 elephants,
all of whom had to be fed, stripped the Deccan
of any and all of its surplus grain and wealth ...
Not only famine but bubonic plague arose ...
Even Aurangzeb, had ceased to understand the
purpose of it all by the time he was nearing 90
... T came alone and I go as a stranger. I do not
know who I am, nor what I have been doing,’
the dying old man confessed to his son, Azam,
in February 1707

According to Dr Koenraad Elst There was
no gtreat Mughal era but a continuous phase of
war-

'What some call the Muslim period in Indian
history, was in reality a continuous war of
occupiers against resisters, in which the Muslim
rulers were finally defeated in the 18th century’
Dr Koenraad Elst

In what far-off country, upon what obscure
day I know not now, Seated in the gloom of some

Mahratta mountain-wood O King Shivaji,
Lighting thy brow, like a lightning flash,This
thought descended,’ Into one virtuous rule, this
divided broken distracted India, I shall bind.'-

Nobel laureate Rabindranath Tagore
Kashi ki Kala Gayee,
Mathura Masid Bhaee;
Gar Shivaji Na Hoto,
To Sunati Hot Sabaki!

(Kashi has lost its splendour, Mathura has
become a mosque;lf Shivaji had not been, All
would have been circumcised (converted)

— Kavi Bhushan (c. 1613-1712) was an Indian poet
Finally by 1750s when Marathas were at their

peak they were ruling whole of North and west
India.
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The Indian Subcontinent With No Water

Source: Computationally generated from National Centers for Environmental Information ETOPO1 Data
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A-70/4, Gali No. 5, Mahdu Vihar, |.P. Extension,
Patparganj, Near Hasanpur Depot, Delhi-92

Call: 7827326292, 9717047552
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JST BIH - SUBSCRIPTION FORM

° AH -

NAME

FATHER/HUSBAND

9@ P oI 1S S BT G

PERMANENT POSTAL ADDRESS FOR MAGAZINE

= s Sl B

PIN CODE COUNTRY CODE

37 Hargd o

MAIL ID MOBILE NO.
© o
. ................................................ : .................................................................. .
p WS $1 YBR TG geb / TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP & FEE h|

yIRd H/ININDIA | 3marfiai & forg/FOR NRIs

arfifas / ANNUAL 1000/- $100

arfiie /THREE YEARS 2500/- $250

qg aifids /FIVE YEARS 5000/- $400

3iroftad fde /LIFETIME PERSON 11000/- $750

JATSTE H=2AT/LIFETIME INSTITUTION 21000/- $1000

P BT YA TG, FIUC A AS A o we@ 21 sifers YA 9 @ @ F o

WHA B A A PR AIHAUd YHTIE F AW @ AR

° Account Detail .
NAME : SANSKRITIPARVA PRAKASHAN,
BANK : HDFC, PRANAY TOWERS, LUCKNOW.
Afc NO. : 50200035311373, IFSC : HDFC0000594, MICR : 226240002, BRANCH CODE: 000594

goiigd el : d-64, amaTd fwE e, GTOgS, MEgL-273001
TGS : 2143, o @vE, MWl TR, @@9-226010
\ Reet BRTEE  : 41-38 RO Fi, T2 Ree-110024 }

i+ 91 94508 87186-87

II;JJ;H #rafera: 17413 Blackhawk St. Granada Hills, CA 91344 USA, Cell: 1-818-815-9826 \

)\
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