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Philosophy is thus a
mere caretaker of sci-
ence. All utterances of

meaningful form accord-
ing to the logical posi-
tivists are public utter-
ances. The private, the
subjective and symbolic
gestures fall outside the
field of meaningful dis-
course as the principle of
verification is inapplica-
ble to them. The logical
positivist is a mere 'logi-
cian'having no concern
with the bigger, intimate
and personal questions
of life.
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Kant made a distinction between transcendental knowl-
edge and transcendent reality. Transcendental knowledge
is the knowledge of the apriori conditions of knowledge.
But the knowledge born of these apriori conditions of
knowledge (i.e. pure forms of understanding and pure forms
of intitutions) is applicable and valid only in respect of the
phenomenal world. Transcendental knowledge therefore
according to Kant is nothing but the critical awareness of
human reason of its application, validity and limits.

This self-consciousness of reason provides the philosophical
justification for the foundations of scientific knowledge on the one
hand and on the other hand it makes the transcendent reality secure
against the onslaughts of skeptical understanding. By restricting
knowledge to the realm of the empirical and phenomenal Kant
denied the possibility of metaphysical knowledge without denying
the value of metaphysics and reality of the transcendent entitiles.

[1]

However, Kant's caution in regard to the application of the
pure concepts of understanding to the noumenal was completely
disregarded by Hegel who equated the real with the rational and
believed that the laws of logic were also the laws of the spirit. Thus
arose an imposing superstructure of metaphysical knowledge in the
Hegelian philosophy. The subjective and interpretative categories
of Kant became objective and constitutive categories. The given
manifold was conceived as an 'other' of the mind created by the
mind itself.

Kant had silenced reason so that he could make room for faith
regarding the noumenal realities. He had to silence reason and
limit all thereoretical knowledge to the realm of the phenomenal
because no valid knowledge was possible in the absence of the
manifold given through int/tution. All efforts of reason to produce
a science of the noumenal realities are productive of transcendental
illusion because such a science is based on pure concepts to which
no corresponding intitutions are available. The logical positivists
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caught hold of this idea and converted it into
the essential condition of the possibility of a
meaningful discourse. Knowledge means any
communication in the form of subject-predicate
statement. Subject-predicate statements are
meaningful only if either (a) the predicate states
what is already unexplicitly stated in the subject
itself. These are analytical statement which are
tautological in character. Or, (b) the predicate
says something about the subject which can be
empirically verified. These are the statements of
natural sciences. Metaphysical statements come
under neither of these categories and so they
are meaningless or nonsensical. Metaphysical
knowledge only appears to be knowledge; it is not
genuine knowledge. Thus the Kantian condition
of the possibility of genuine scientific knowledge
was converted by the logical positivists into an
instrument of the refutation of all metaphysics
much against the intentions of Kant. Kant, it must
be noted, had rejected dogmatic metaphysics so
that genuine metaphysics could be made secure.
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(i)

Logical positivists' rejection of metaphysics
has its reason in their motive of philosophizing.
The motive, in its simplest form, is clarification
of language. Philosopher is primarily a logician
whose only function is to determine the precise
meaning of words so that meaningless words could
be eliminated from any meaningful discourse.
Natural sciences are the realm of meaningful
discourse and the function of philosophy is to
place at their disposal a list of words which is
meaningful and unambiguous.

Philosophy is thus a mere caretaker of science.
All utterances of meaningful form according to
the logical positivists are public utterances. The
private, the subjective and symbolic gestures fall
outside the field of meaningful discourse as the
principle of verification is inapplicable to them.
The logical positivist is a mere 'logician' having
no concern with the bigger, intimate and personal
questions of life.

In opposition to Hegel as well as to positivism,




32

6

A typical example of the
naturalism is to be found
in the empirical tradition

from Locke to Russell that
believes that human con-
sciousness is a 'container’
of the already present
sense-data. The function
of philosophy, as phe-
nomenology perceives,
is to rid the mind of such
gratuitous assumptions
and discover through the
methods of epoche and
transcendental reductions
the 'originary and founda-
tional' ego who is responsi-
ble for the structure of the
world of our perception.
Heideggar's exasperation
against the natural, the
scientific and the public is
most forcefully expressed
in his question 'why are
there things rather noth-
ing?' We are so immersed
in the things that we have
forgotten to raise question
about Being.

y

phenomenlogical-existentialism  believes that
the public world of the natural sciences is far
removed from reality because the status of
the truth of the public and the natural world is
unexamined and unfounded. It needs examination
and foundation. But before it can be examined
and founded, the natural attitude must be
rejected. A typical example of the naturalism is to
be found in the empirical tradition from Locke to
Russell that believes that human consciousness
is a 'container' of the already present sense-data.
The function of philosophy, as phenomenology
perceives, is to rid the mind of such gratuitous
assumptions and discover through the methods
of epoche and transcendental reductions
the 'originary and foundational' ego who is
responsible for the structure of the world of our
perception. Heideggar's exasperation against
the natural, the scientific and the public is
most forcefully expressed in his question 'why
are there things rather nothing?' We are so
immersed in the things that we have forgotten
to raise question about Being. Forgottenness of
Being, according to Heideggar, is the mark of
insensitive philosophical consciousness .

Thelogical, the explicit, the definite, therefore,
is not the primary truth ; it is perceived as truth
under the spell of the natural attitude or in a
philosophically insensitive attitude. A similar
thing was said by Samkaracarya several hundred
years ago. In the adhyasabhasya he declares
that all our life and conduct are characterized
by ignorance.2 Pramana-prameya vyavahara is
the commonly accepted mode of life and thought
and this is what Husserl possibly meant by the
natural attitude. The consciousness glued to
the conditions of pramana-prameya vyavahara,
maintains Samkaracarya, is unphilosophical and
uncritical because such a consciousness lacks
self awareness.

(iii)

Consciousness, only when it becomes reflective
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and critical, is capable of raising genuine
philosophicals problems. Only then it raises the
questions of freedom, of value and beauty; only
then it raises the questions of ultimate reality and
truth, of human choices and decisions, of human
failures, despairs and disappointments, of human
bondage and liberation. Logical positivism and
its versions of analysis and language philosophy
shut off these questions from the inquiring
philosophical consciousness and deal only with
what is commonplace and superficial.

Logical positivism, therefore, cannot be
an alternative to metaphysics in general and
Indian and Advaitic metaphysics in
particular because (i) its refutation

Atman nothing else remains to be known and it
is because of the knowledge of the Atman that
everything else becomes known.3 The Atman
is not an object and therefore its knowledge
transcends the limit of the verification principle
which insists that knowledge can be verified only
if its object can be presented before the scrutiny
of verification principle like a natural object or
event happening or supposed to have happened
in space and time. The Atman can never be
known as an object yet it can never be said that
the Atman is unknowable.

Samakaracarya authoritatively established
the knowability of the Atman in
his analysis of illusion and error

of metaphysics does not and cannot  The advaitic concep- and also at several places. It is in
apply to the advaitic metaphysics tion of knowledge is the unreflective attitude that 'every
and (ii) unconcerned as it is with very comprehensive thing, including the subject, is sought

the larger and real problems of life,
it can not serve as a basis of values
and culture which the advaitic
metaphysics can.

the positivistic one.
Knowledge, according
to the advaitic, is nei-
ther necessarily knowl-
edge of something giv-
en in sense experiences
(a condition insisted
on by the positivists)
nor it is an awareness
of something literally
meant (a condition in-
sisted on by Kant).

Cognition for the logical
positivists, as already pointed out,
is meaningful only if it knows an
object in such a manner that the
knowledge of the object meant
by it can be actually or possibly
verified in
This verification formula insists
on the empirical presentation of
the meant object. The advaitic
conception of knowledge is very
comprehensive and also different
from the positivistic one. Knowledge, according
to the advaitic, is neither necessarily knowledge
of something given in sense experiences (a
condition insisted on by the positivists) nor it
is an awareness of something literally meant (a
condition insisted on by Kant). Ultimately it is
the Atman that is to be known and the knowledge
of the Atman is the highest and the founational
knowledge because after having known the

sense-experience.
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and also different from

to be known as an object. In the
reflective attitude there is necessarily
the consciousness of reality other
than the one that is objective'.4 This
reality is none olher than the Atman
which is the undeniable implicate
of all experience in the reflective
consciousness. When we come across
the unreality of the objective and
the other to consciousness, we are
referred back to the reality of the
Atman as a being which is known
as the only reality and knowledge
par excellence. Here is a unique
definition of knowledge. Knowledge
in the objective attitude is subject to
verification but the objective attitude
is the breeding place for illusory knowledge
because it is here that 'I' and 'thou' which are
mutually opposed to each other are identified
with each other. Genuine knowledge demands
the suspension or transcendence of the objective
attitude. On the reflective or critical plane, then,
knowledge has to be 'understood as an unmeant
and unmeanable content.' The unmeanabity of a




content means its unpresentability in experience;
however it does not mean its unknowability an
any manner whatsoever.5

It is in the light of this conception of
knowledge that the upanisadic mahavakyas
have meaning. Mahavakyas like 'tattvamasi'
are neither empirical propositions nor are
they methematical propositions. But they are
meaningful propositions for a man seeking
knowledge and freedom. Such statements are not

Knowledge comes after being and expression
follows knowledge. 7

(iv)

The the Advaitic
metaphysics is freedomthe spiritual freedom
of man. The essence of this freedom 'consists
in the inner realization of the unity of all
beings and utter negation of all egoity. There

are freedoms of other sorts also, e.g., freedom
of speach, freedom of association, freedom of

sumum bonum of

to be understood as statements of
ordinary experience or logic in which
a content is presented as another to
the knowing consciousness. What
these statements indicate is beyond
the Spatio-temporal limit and also
beyond the representational frame
of knowledge-situation. They do not
state a knowledgesituation which
can be subjected to verification
in sensueous experience. They
are also not verbal or taulogous
statemen ts . The significance of
these statements is 'gestural'é6 . The
contents of these propositions 'mark
on an advancement in knowledge'.
They are illuminations in which
ignorance and error are sublated and
the fulness of immediate experience
is realized as having been already
possessed. That the phenomenon
of linguistic expression means
much more than the written and
spoken words of expression has
been very lucidly and forcefully
pointed out by Husserl, Heidegger,
Sartre and Merleau-Ponty in the

The significance of
these statements is 'ges-
tural's. The contents
of these propositions
'mark on an advance-
ment in knowledge'.
They are illuminations
in which ignorance
and error are sublat-
ed and the fulness of
immediate experience
isrealized as having
been already possessed.
That the phenomenon
of linguistic expres-
sion means much more
than the written and
spoken words of ex-
pression has been very
lucidly and forcefully
pointed out by Husserl,
Heidegger, Sartre and
Merleau-Ponty in the
twentieth century.

worship and freedom from want
etc. These freedoms provide partial
satisfaction to man but they are also
likely to be abused. In order to attain
freedom from want the stronger
men and nations have not only
exploited weaker men and nations,
they have exploited the nature
around us and have thus created
acute problems of environmental
imbalance. The secular notion of
freedom, therefore, unless grounded
in spiritual freedom, can lead to
disastrous consequences and can
create hatred between man and man,
between nation and nation. Science,
at whose service positivism pledges
philosophy to place, has done a lot
to make human life comfortable. But
the questions remain to be asked: has
it made human life happy? Has it
been able to eliminate the possibility
of war ? Has it been able to provide
a stable and sound foundation for
values and a worldculture ? It needs
no proof to say that the answer to
these questions is in the negative.

twentieth century. Logical analysis 'algebrizes'
the meaning of words. It takes words as simple
and atomic whose meanings can be exhaustively
and adequately defined by use as 'p''s' 'q' 's' in
an algebrized syllogism. But words are world-

phenomena. Man's being is the primary fact.
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No doubt, the discoveries of science and the
resultant technologies have reduced the distances
of the physical world but the distances in the
human world have increased. Man, particularly
the western man, whose mind is caught in the
positivistic frame has attained near mastery
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over nature but has no control over himself. His
ability to control situations involving physical
forces is matched by his corresponding inability
to control situations involving human elements.
Thus 'we have gained the world but have lost
our soul'8. The material culture supported by
positivism cannot get us out of the predicament.
Material affluence by itself cannot result in the
good of humanity because the basic principle
underlying it is vicious. If material good of
earthly life were the only good one would try
to secure them as much as possible and by any
means, fair or foul. The tendency to possess more
and more cannot be eliminated though it can be
kept under control by social and moral rules. The
tendency can be conquered only by realizing the
ultimate falsity of the earthly and transecending
the standpoint of ego.9 This is possible in the
absolutism of the Advaitic metaphysics. It is the
dualistic attitude which gives rise to difference
and antagonisms; in non-dualistic attitude one
sees the essential unity of all mankind. In the
non-dualistic consciousness all the differences
of ideologies and religions are annulled. On this
point we have the authority of the Lord himself
who declares that people ultimately attain me
no matter what is the path they follow.10 This
metaphysical knowledge may be mysterious,
unclear and inarticulate but in it lies a hope for
a happy, harmonious and peaceful world. This
knowledge is not easy to attain. One may have to
wait for ones whole life for this realization. But
there is glory and hope even in this waiting. In an
age of instant culture we have become impatient
to wait. But it is better to wait in order to realize
the fuller and deeper meaning of our being
rather than let our lives be pushed along in a
thoughtless, unreflective and medicore manner.

What we have said above is not because of an
unquestioning reverence to the vedic tradition.
Impassionate and sensitive reflection on the
nature of philosophy has led many a thinkers to a
similar conclusion. Heidegger, for instance, who
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has no burden of tradition on his mind, conceives
philosophy as an analysis of man's spiritual life
which is marked by mystery and ambiguity.
This makes the task of philosophy difficult and
untimely in 'an age which regards real as only
what goes fast and can be clutched with both
hands, which looks on questioning as remote
from reality and as something that does nol pay,
whose benefits cannot be numbered'. But, he
further remarkds, 'the essential is nol number;
the essential is the

right time, i.e. the right moment, the right
perserverence'.

And, finally he sumps up the essence of
philosophical inquiry in the words of the poet
Holderlin :

'"The mindful God abhors untimely growth'.

The upanisadic wisdom contained in
the parables of Naciketa and Yama, Indra,
Virocana and Prajapati, Maitreyi, Katyayini
and Yajnavalkya etc. has underscored the same
essence of waiting and preference of the ultimate
over the instant.
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ground before entering the Hindu Batu Caves
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Sri Sunderaraja Perumal Temple is a South
Indian-style Hindu temple in Malaysia.
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